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The Leslie E. and Marie Cole Chair in 
Ethics, The Department of History, 
Government and International Affairs 
and the Honors Program present

John Conroy, a widely respected print and broadcast journalist, is author of 
the acclaimed Unspeakable Acts, Ordinary People, a compelling examination of 
torture in Western societies.  Some years earlier he wrote Belfast Diary, 
which the New Statesman deemed “the best book to date on Northern Ireland.”  
He recently finished his first play Our Kind of Town, an exploration of 
torture by the Chicago Police Department.  It recently debuted in Chicago’s 
famed Steppenwolf Theater to high praise from the New York Times. 
 
“Gripping . . . audacious . . . [Conroy] has dared to place himself at the 
emotional center of his difficult, troubling subject and forced us to follow 
him there.”  -- The Chicago Tribune
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