
Praise for The International Encyclopedia of Ethics

“The International Encyclopedia of Ethics is breathtaking in its ambition and scope. 
This nine-volume masterpiece draws on the expertise of more than 600 authors 
from 23 countries to present the most comprehensive reference work ever devoted 
to the field of ethics. The editor, Hugh LaFollette, has done a magnificent job in 
guiding authors to write entries that will be of great benefit to intelligent laypeople, 
students, and professionals alike. Each entry offers substantial background and 
analysis of the topic in question and provides a valuable list of references, cross-
references, and suggested readings to guide further research. Every major research 
institution in the world will need to acquire or have access to it, as philosophers and 
non-philosophers alike will turn to it again and again for illumination of the many 
ethical concepts and issues that are so important in our lives. There is simply nothing 
else like it!”

Larry S. Temkin, Rutgers University

“The International Encyclopedia of Ethics draws on the work of many leading 
 contemporary philosophers to provide an outstanding guide to current thinking 
about ethics.”

Peter Singer, Princeton University

“With its distinguished international editorial board and contributions from a star-
studded cast of authors, the International Encyclopedia of Ethics lives up to its 
ambitious name. In its nine volumes it is able to cover an impressively broad 
and comprehensive array of pertinent topics, movements, and figures – Western and 
non-Western, historical and contemporary, religious and secular, metaethical 
and normative alike. Bibliographies are generous, cross-references are ample, and 
entries are both accessibly written and cutting edge. With entries on topics as diverse 
and wide-ranging as ‘Glass Ceiling’ and ‘Savior Siblings,’ it is not just an indispensable 
resource for students and scholars, but one that invites the kind of spontaneous 
browsing that can creatively transform scholarship.”

Jennifer A. Herdt, Yale University

“The International Encyclopedia of Ethics will be a major resource for anyone 
 interested in becoming familiar with the best scholarship on just about any topic in 
ethics. The editors have done a superb job, and the entries are of the highest quality. 
Highly recommended.”

John Martin Fischer, University of California, Riverside

View the online edition, and submit comments or suggestions, at 
www.internationalencyclopediaofethics.com.
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Ethics Almost without Apology and co-author (with Philip Pettit and Michael Slote) 
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Jeffrey Brand-Ballard is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Associate Director 
of the Graduate Program in Philosophy and Social Policy at George Washington 
University. A licensed attorney, he is the author of Limits of Legality: The Ethics of 
Lawless Judging (2010) and co-edited Biomedical Ethics (7th ed. 2010). He was writ-
ten articles on contractualism, consequentialism, and punishment theory.

Samantha Brennan is Professor of Philosophy, a member of the Rotman Institute of 
Philosophy, and an affiliate member of the Department of Women’s Studies and 
Feminist Research at the University of Western Ontario. Her publications fall into 
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phy, and theories of justice for families and children.

Gillian Brock is Associate Professor in Philosophy at the University of Auckland, 
New Zealand. She works mostly in social and political philosophy and in ethics. She 
is the author of Global Justice: A Cosmopolitan Account (2009) and editor or co-editor 
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Debates in Global Justice (2005), The Political Philosophy of Cosmopolitanism (2005), 
and Global Heath and Global Health Ethics (2011).

Kimberley Brownlee is Associate Professor of Moral and Legal Philosophy at the 
University of Warwick. Her research focuses on conscience, disobedience, practical 
reason, ideals, rights, and the philosophy of punishment. Her publications include 
“Reasons and Ideals” (Philosophical Studies, 2010), “Moral Aspirations and Ideals” 
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(Utilitas, 2010), “Penalizing Public Disobedience” (Ethics, 2008), and Conscience and 
Conviction: The Case for Civil Disobedience (2012).

Krister Bykvist is a Fellow and Tutor in Philosophy at Jesus College, Oxford. He is 
the author of Utilitarianism: A Guide for the Perplexed (2009) and of “Can Unstable 
Preferences Provide a Stable Standard of Well-Being?” (Economics and Philosophy, 
2010). His current research is on prudence, well-being, value theory, and moral 
uncertainty.

John Christman is Professor of Philosophy, Political Science, and Women’s Studies 
at Pennsylvania State University. He is the author of The Politics of Persons: Individ-
ual Autonomy and Socio-historical Selves (2009), Social and Political Philosophy: A 
Contemporary Introduction (2002), and The Myth of Property: Towards an Egalitar-
ian Theory of Ownership (1994). He is also editor of The Inner Citadel: Essays on 
Individual Autonomy (1989).

Bradford Cokelet is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of Miami. 
He has published articles in Ethics and the Journal of Buddhist Ethics and is currently 
working on a series of articles about virtue and its value.

David Cummiskey is Professor of Philosophy at Bates College. His research inter-
ests and publications focus on Kantian ethics, consequentialism, medical ethics, 
political theory, and comparative studies of Confucian, Buddhist, and Islamic ethics. 
He is the author of Kantian Consequentialism (1996). He is currently working on 
cross-cultural approaches to medical ethics and developing an intercultural ethical 
theory.

David Enoch teaches philosophy and law at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. He 
works primarily in moral, political, and legal philosophy. He has published papers in 
Philosophical Review, Ethics, Mind, Noûs, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 
Philosophical Studies, Legal Theory, and Law and Philosophy, and a book, Taking 
Morality Seriously: A Defense of Robust Realism (2011).

Matthew Evans is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Michigan. 
He has written articles on Plato’s account of the ethical status of pleasure and pain, 
on Socratic intellectualism, and on the Epicurean justification of friendship.

Cécile Fabre is Professor of Political Philosophy at the University of Oxford and a 
Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford. She is the author of Social Rights under the Con-
stitution (2000) and Whose Body is it Anyway? (2006) and has written articles on 
rights, global distributive justice, and democracy. She is currently completing the 
first volume of a two-volume research monograph on the ethics of war.

Stephen Finlay is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Southern 
California. He is the author of a number of journal articles on metaethics and moral 
psychology. His recent work has focused on the meaning and use of normative lan-
guage, and he is currently completing a book on this topic titled Confusion of 
Tongues.
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William J. FitzPatrick is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
 Rochester. His research centers on a defense and development of a robust, non- naturalist 
ethical realism and externalist theory of practical reasons, along with  critiques of 
neo-Kantian constructivism and of recent appeals to evolution to debunk ethical 
realism. He has also done work in defense of non-consequentialist normative ethics.

Helen Frowe is Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Kent. She is the author of 
The Ethics of War and Peace: An Introduction (2011), and has published several arti-
cles on the ethics of war and the ethics of self-defense. She is currently completing a 
book on defensive killing.

Stephen M. Gardiner is Professor of Philosophy and Ben Rabinowitz Professor of 
Human Dimensions of the Environment at the University of Washington, Seattle. 
He is the author of A Perfect Moral Storm: The Ethical Tragedy of Climate Change 
(2011), the coordinating co-editor of Climate Ethics: Essential Readings (2010), and 
editor of Virtue Ethics: Old and New (2005).

Charles Goodman is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Asian and Asian American 
Studies at Binghamton University (SUNY.) He is the author of Consequences of 
 Compassion: An Interpretation and Defense of Buddhist Ethics (2009), and of several 
articles on Indian and Tibetan Buddhist ethics, epistemology, and metaphysics. He 
is currently working on an English translation of Shantideva’s Training Anthology.

Michael Green is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Pomona College. He has pub-
lished papers on David Hume, Thomas Hobbes, and human rights.

Charles Guignon is Professor of Philosophy at the University of South Florida. He 
has written extensively on Heidegger and is the author of On Being Authentic (2004). 
He has also edited or co-edited a number of books, including The Good Life 
(1999) and two works by Dostoevsky. He is currently co-authoring an introduction 
to existentialism.

Matthew Hanser is Professor of Philosophy at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara. He has published on topics in normative ethics, metaethics, and the 
 philosophy of action.

Jennifer Herdt is Gilbert L. Stark Professor of Christian Ethics at Yale University. She 
is the author of Religion and Faction in Hume’s Moral Philosophy (1997) and Putting 
On Virtue: The Legacy of the Splendid Vices (2008). She is currently completing a 
book on ethical formation from Weimar humanism to contemporary pragmatism.

Kathleen Marie Higgins is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Texas at 
Austin. She is the author of The Music of Our Lives (1991), Nietzsche’s Zarathustra 
(1987), Comic Relief: Nietzsche’s Gay Science (2000), and (with Robert C. Solomon) 
A Short History of Philosophy (1996), A Passion for Wisdom (1999), and What 
Nietzsche Really Said (2000). She has edited or co-edited several other books, includ-
ing (with G. Lee Bowie and Meredith Michaels) Thirteen Questions in Ethics and 
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Social Philosophy (2nd ed. 1997), and is currently finishing books on grief and on 
music’s potential for promoting a sense of our common humanity.

Paul Hurley is Sexton Professor of Philosophy at Claremont McKenna College, a 
member of the Claremont Colleges Consortium. He has published articles on a 
range of topics in ethics, metaethics, and the history of ethics. He is the author of 
Beyond Consequentialism (2009) and is currently at work on a book to be called 
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Philip J. Ivanhoe is Professor of Philosophy at City University of Hong Kong. 
He specializes in East Asian and comparative philosophy and religion. His pub li-
cations include Confucian Moral Self Cultivation (2000), The Daodejing of Laozi 
(2003), Readings from the Lu-Wang School of Neo-Confucianism (2009), On Ethics 
and History: The Essays and Letters of Zhang Xuecheng (2009), and Working 
 Virtue: Virtue Ethics and Contemporary Moral Problems (with Rebecca Walker, 
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Agnieszka Jaworska is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
 California, Riverside. She has published in Ethics, Philosophy and Public Affairs, and 
 Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, on topics including human agency, the 
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project entitled “Ethical Dilemmas at the Margins of Agency.”

Karen Jones is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Melbourne. She 
has written articles on trust, moral epistemology, rationality, and the emotions. 
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Counting on One Another: A Theory of Trust and Trustworthiness.

Martin Kavka is Associate Professor in the Department of Religion at Florida State 
University. He is the author of Jewish Messianism and the History of Philosophy 
(2004), and numerous articles in the field of modern Jewish philosophy. With his 
colleague Aline Kalbian, he co-edits the Journal of Religious Ethics.

Simon Keller is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Victoria University  Wellington. 
He is the author of The Limits of Loyalty, which won the American Philosophical 
Association Book Prize in 2009, and Partiality ( 2012). He has published widely on 
topics in ethics, metaphysics, and the history of philosophy.

Jeanette Kennett is Professor of Philosophy at Macquarie University, Sydney. She is 
the author of Agency and Responsibility (2001) and of articles on a range of topics 
including moral cognition, moral and legal responsibility, autism, psychopathy, 
addiction, and love and friendship. She is also co-editor of a new collection: Fashion: 
Thinking with Style (2011).

Simon Kirchin is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Kent. He is 
co-editor, with Andrew Fisher, of Arguing about Metaethics (2006) and, with  Richard 
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Joyce, of A World Without Values (2009). He was written articles on many aspects of 
metaethics. He is currently completing a monograph on thick concepts, to be called 
Thick Evaluation, and a book on metaethics.

Anthony Simon Laden is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago, where he has taught since 1996. He is the author of Reasonably Radical 
(2001) and Reasoning: A Social Picture (2012), and co-editor, with David Owen, of 
Multiculturalism and Political Theory (2007). His research focuses on reasoning as a 
social activity, liberalism, democratic theory, feminism, and the politics of identity. 
He is currently thinking about education and equality.

S. Matthew Liao is Associate Professor and Associate Director of the Center 
for Bioethics at New York University. He has written articles on the epistemic 
status of intuitions, the basis of human moral status, and the normativity of 
memory modification. He is currently writing a book on the right of children to 
be loved.

Hallvard Lillehammer is Sidgwick Lecturer, University Senior Lecturer, and Senior 
Research Fellow at Churchill College, Cambridge. He is the author of Companions in 
Guilt: Arguments for Ethical Objectivity (2007), and co-editor of Real Metaphysics 
(2003) and Ramsey’s Legacy (2005).

Kasper Lippert-Rasmussen is Professor of Political Theory at the University of 
Aarhus, Denmark. He was written articles on topics such as equality, moral 
responsibility, deontology, and discrimination which have been published in 
Ethics, Philosophy & Public Affairs, Social Theory and Practice, and The Journal of 
Political Philosophy. He is currently completing a book-length study of 
discrimination.

Michelle Mason is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of  Minnesota. 
Her research is in moral philosophy. She has written on contempt as a moral  attitude, 
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William L. McBride is Arthur G. Hansen Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at 
Purdue University and the current President of the International Federation of Phil-
osophical Societies (FISP). He is a former President of the North American Society 
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Philosophy of Marx (1977), Sartre’s Political Theory (1991), and From Yugoslav Praxis 
to Global Pathos (2001).

David McCabe is Professor of Philosophy at Colgate University. He is the author of 
Modus Vivendi Liberalism: Theory and Practice (2010) and has published articles on 
a range of topics in political theory. He is currently working on a book exploring the 
responses available to the governments of liberal democracies as they face unprece-
dented threats to their security.
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Joan McGregor is Professor of Philosophy at Arizona State University. She has pub-
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mental ethics, and social and political philosophy. Currently, she is working on the 
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author, with Michael Ridge, of Principled Ethics: Generalism as a Regulative Ideal (2006).
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Consciousness and Intentionality (2001), a co-editor of Responsibility and Psychopa-
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Walsh, a book to be called The Methods of Bioethics.
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Environmental Ethics” (Environmental Ethics, 2011). She was written articles on 
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the author of Toleration and the Limits of Liberalism (1989), Impartiality in Moral and 
Political Philosophy (2002), and Politics and Morality (2009). She has written articles 
on many topics in modern moral and political philosophy, including toleration, fem-
inism, and multiculturalism. She is currently working on religious  toleration.

Thaddeus Metz is Humanities Research Professor at the University of Johannes-
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Meaning in Life: An Analytic Study, is forthcoming.

Richard B. Miller is Director of the Poynter Center for the Study of Ethics and 
American Institutions and Professor of Religious Studies at Indiana University. His 
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flict: Ethics, Pacifism, and the Just-War Tradition (1991), Casuistry and Modern Eth-
ics: A Poetics of Practical Reasoning (1996), Children, Ethics, and Modern Medicine 
(2003), and Terror, Religion, and Liberal Thought (2010).

Catherine Mills is the Sesqui Lecturer in Bioethics at the University of Sydney. She 
is the author of Futures of Reproduction: Bioethics and Biopolitics (2011) and The 
Philosophy of Agamben (2008). She has also published extensively in feminist theory, 
bioethics, and political theory. She is currently writing a book to be called Biopoli-
tics: A Critical Introduction.
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Christopher W. Morris is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Maryland, 
College Park. He is the author of An Essay on the Modern State (2002) and editor of 
a number of books on topics in moral and political philosophy. He has written essays 
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ereignty, imperialism, and nationalism.
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is the author of A Moral Theory of Political Reconciliation (2010) and has written 
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Philosophy of Law: The Fundamentals (2006), and God and Moral Law: On the The-
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currently working on the moral significance of genetic parenthood.

Jonas Olson is Docent (Associate Professor) in Practical Philosophy at Stockholm 
University. He has published extensively on metaethics, value theory, and the history 
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History, Critique, Defence.

Ingmar Persson is Professor of Practical Philosophy at the University of  Gothenburg, 
and Distinguished Research Fellow at the Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics. 
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action. His is the author of The Retreat of Reason (2005) and, with Julian Savulescu, 
Unfit for the Future (2012).

Christian Piller is Senior Lecturer at the University of York. He has published in 
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temology. His current research deals with epistemic normativity.

Douglas W. Portmore is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Arizona State Univer-
sity. He is the author of Commonsense Consequentialism: Wherein Morality Meets 
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interconnections, but he also writes on well-being, posthumous harm, and the non-
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Igor Primoratz is Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, and Professorial Fellow at the Center for Applied Philosophy and Public 
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Ethics, Charles Sturt University, Canberra. He is the author of Banquos Geist: Hegels 
Theorie der Strafe (1986), Justifying Legal Punishment (1998), Ethics and Sex (1999), 
and Terrorism: A Philosophical Investigation (2006), and has edited a number of 
books, including Human Sexuality (1997), Terrorism: The Philosophical Issues 
(2004), and Civilian Immunity in War (2007).

Michael S. Pritchard is the Willard A. Brown Professor of Philosophy and Co-
Director of the Center for the Study of Ethics in Society at Western Michigan Uni-
versity. His publications include Professional Integrity (2006), Reasonable Children 
(1996), Communication Ethics (with James Jaksa, 1988), On Becoming Responsible 
(1991), and Engineering Ethics (with C. E. Harris and Michael J. Rabins, 2009).

George W. Rainbolt is Professor of Philosophy at Georgia State University. He is the 
author of The Concept of Rights (2010) and Critical Thinking: The Art of Argument 
(2011). He has written articles on topics such as rights, mercy, obligations, and civil 
forfeiture. He is currently working on rights and social recognition.

Michael Ridge is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Edinburgh. He works 
primarily in metaethics and meta-normative theory, and also in first-order norma-
tive theory and on the debate over moral particularism and moral generalism. His 
current research is focused on a defense of a novel form of meta-normative 
 expressivism which he calls “ecumenical expressivism,” and which is a sort of “hybrid 
theory.”

Toni Rønnow-Rasmussen is Professor of Practical Philosophy at Lund University. 
He is the author of Personal Value (2011) and co-editor of four books in philosophy. 
He has mainly written articles on value theory and metaethics. Currently he is work-
ing on the relation between values and reasons, financed by the Swedish Research 
Council.

John Russon is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Guelph. He is the author 
of Human Experience: Philosophy, Neurosis, and the Elements of Everyday Life (2003) 
and Bearing Witness to Epiphany: Persons, Things, and the Nature of Erotic Life 
(2009), and two works on Hegel: Reading Hegel’s Phenomenology (2004) and The Self 
and Its Body in Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit (1997).

Ronald L. Sandler is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Director of the Ethics 
Institute at Northeastern University. His research is on ethical theory,  environmental 
ethics, and ethics and emerging technologies. He is the author of Character and 
Environment (2007), Nanotechnology: The Social and Ethical Issues (2009), and 
The Ethics of Species (2012), as well as co-editor, with Philip Cafaro, of Environmen-
tal  Virtue Ethics (2005) and, with Phaedra Pessullo, of Environmental Justice and 
Environmentalism (2007).

Sally J. Scholz is Professor of Philosophy at Villanova University. She has written 
extensively on violence against women, oppression, solidarity, and related issues in 
ethics and political theory. Her books include On de Beauvoir (2000), On Rousseau 
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(2001), Political Solidarity (2008), and Feminism: A Beginner’s Guide (2010). She is 
currently working on issues related to global feminism and human rights.

Mark Schroeder is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Southern 
California. He is the author of Slaves of the Passions (2007), Being For: Evaluating the 
Semantic Program of Expressivism (2008), and Noncognitivism in Ethics (2010), and 
his articles in normative ethics, metaethics, and the history of ethics have appeared 
in many journals. In 2010 his work on expressivism was honored with the APA 
 article prize.

William Schweiker is Edward L. Ryerson Professor of Theological Ethics at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. His books include Theological Ethics and Global Dynamics: In the 
Time of Many Worlds (2004), Religion and the Human Future: An Essay on Theologi-
cal Humanism (2008), and Dust That Breathes: Christian Faith and the News Human-
isms (2010). He edited The Blackwell Companion to Religious  Ethics (2004).

Michael J. Selgelid is Senior Lecturer and Director of the Centre for Human Bioeth-
ics at Monash University, Melbourne. He co-authored Ethical and Philosophical 
Consideration of the Dual-Use Dilemma in the Biological Sciences (2008) and 
co-edited Ethics and Infectious Disease (2006), Health Rights (2010), and Infectious 
Disease Ethics (2011).

Ira Singer is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Hofstra University. He has written 
articles about Hume’s skepticism and naturalism, free will, and privacy. He is cur-
rently working on a book about Hume.

Anthony Skelton is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of Western 
Ontario. He has written articles on Henry Sidgwick, W. D. Ross, ideal utilitarianism, 
and intuitionism. He is currently working on a book on Sidgwick and an article on 
what it is to fare well as a child.

Saul Smilansky is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Haifa, Israel. He is the 
author of Free Will and Illusion (2000), 10 Moral Paradoxes (2007), and more than 
60 articles in professional journals. He works primarily on the free will problem and 
on normative ethics, focusing on the odd aspects of morality and life.

Tom Sorell is John Ferguson Professor of Global Ethics and Director of the Centre 
for the Study of Global Ethics, University of Birmingham. He is the author of Moral 
Theory and Capital Punishment (1987), Business Ethics (with J. Hendry, 1994) and 
Moral Theory and Anomaly (2000). His next book will be entitled Emergency Ethics 
and Politics.

Daniel Star is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Boston University. He works on 
normative reasons, virtue, and ethical knowledge. He has published papers in a num-
ber of journals, including Analysis, Ethics, Ratio, and Oxford Studies in Metaethics.

John J. Stuhr is Arts and Sciences Distinguished Professor of Philosophy and Amer-
ican Studies and Chair of the Department of Philosophy at Emory University. He is 
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the author or editor of many books and articles, including Philosophy and the Recon-
struction of Culture (1993), Genealogical Pragmatism (1997), and Pragmatism, Post-
modernism, and the Future of Philosophy (2002). He is currently completing a book 
on forgiveness.

David Sussman is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. He is the author of The Idea of Humanity (2001), and has pub-
lished articles on Kant’s practical philosophy, perverse action, and torture. His cur-
rent work focuses on the relations between ethical commitment and the ability to 
engage in or recognize the expression of emotion.

James Stacey Taylor is Associate Professor of Philosophy at The College of New 
Jersey. He is the author of Stakes and Kidneys (2005), Practical Autonomy and Bioeth-
ics (2009), and Death, Posthumous Harm, and Bioethics (2012). He has edited anthol-
ogies on both autonomy and the metaphysics of death.

Folke Tersman is Chair Professor of Practical Philosophy at Uppsala University, 
Sweden. He is the author of Moral Disagreement (2006) and has written papers on 
topics mainly in metaethics. He is presently focusing on issues relevant to the use of 
intuitions, both in ethics and in other philosophical areas.

Suzanne Uniacke is Reader in Applied Ethics at the University of Hull. She has pub-
lished widely in moral philosophy, applied ethics, and philosophy of law. Her publi-
cations include articles on responsibility and obligation; justification and excuse; 
self-defense, duress, and provocation; the doctrine of double effect; euthanasia and 
infanticide; punishment; and the ethics of war.

Peter Vallentyne is Florence G. Kline Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
Missouri. He writes on issues of liberty and equality in the theory of justice – and 
left-libertarianism in particular. He was associate editor of Politics, Philosophy, and 
Economics, co-editor of Economics and Philosophy, and is associate editor of Ethics.

Mark van Roojen is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln. 
He is the author of “Moral Rationalism and Rational Amoralism” (Ethics, 2010) and 
“Expressivism and Irrationality” (Philosophical Review, 1996). He has also written 
articles on various other topics in metaethics and normative ethical theory.

Adrian Walsh is Associate Professor at the University of New England in Australia 
and works in political philosophy and applied ethics. He has written on the morality 
of commodification, the philosophy of economics, and the philosophy of sport. He 
is currently interested in questions of philosophical methodology as they pertain to 
political philosophy.

David B. Wong is Beischer Professor of Philosophy at Duke University. He is the 
author of Moral Relativity (1986) and Natural Moralities (2006), and co-editor, with 
Kwong-loi Shun, of Confucian Ethics: A Comparative Study of Self, Autonomy, and 
Community (2004). He has written articles in ethical theory, Chinese and compara-
tive philosophy.
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Introduction

What Is Ethics?
Ethics is the study of right and wrong, good and bad, virtue and vice, or, more 
broadly, an attempt to identify the best way each of us should live. Although this is 
an adequate initial description of ethics, academic ethics investigates not only these 
issues, it also engages an interconnected nest of concerns that are, depending on 
one’s perspective, preliminary or ancillary to the aforementioned ones.

Thus, philosophers will attempt to not only specify the best moral principles and 
identify the central human values, they will also:

 ● specify the meaning of key ethical terms like “good,” “wrong,” or “virtuous”;
 ● explore psychological questions about the ways that one might (or might not) 

develop a sense of right and wrong, good and bad;
 ● investigate epistemological issues about the ways (if any) that we can know ethi-

cal truths or evaluate normative claims;
 ● debate the metaphysical status of moral claims: do terms like “good” and “bad” 

really identify features of the world or are they mere fictions?
 ● ponder specific moral questions, e.g., whether we should pay our taxes, forgive 

someone who has wronged us, feel guilt for our actions or omissions; when and 
whether we should abort a fetus; and whether we should ever lie to our parents 
or friends to protect their fragile psyches.

Aim
In developing the International Encyclopedia of Ethics, our aim was grand: we wanted 
to produce the most comprehensive, most detailed, and most authoritative single 
source in ethics. We wanted authors from disparate areas of the world who are recog-
nized authorities in their respective fields. We wanted a reservoir of entries, each of 
which would be the place that a curious professional, student, or member of the 
public could go to (a) understand an issue, influential figure, or philosophical age, 
(b) grasp the range of relevant views on a contentious topic, and (c) provide a suc-
cinct authoritative list of references and other readings for the reader who wishes to 
further pursue the topic, figure, movement, or era. This gives the professional and 
the student a solid authoritative base for more detailed study; it provides the curious 
reader a way to identify important ethical issues, movements, and theories, and 
helps them understand competing accounts of each.

Structure
All entries are listed alphabetically. In addition, at the beginning of the first volume 
(and as a separate menu in the online version), you will find all the entries  catalogued 
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xcii introduction

within a broad set of categories (e.g., religious ethics, normative ethics, professional 
ethics, etc.). Most entries will be listed multiple times, since most entries attempt to 
locate their discussion of the particular issue within a wider ethical framework. 
Consequently, users wanting to explore all entries on some topic will have a natural 
place to begin their investigations. The final volume of the IEE features a compre-
hensive index of all critical terms, ideas, theories, movements, eras, and individual 
thinkers, with a list of all the places these are discussed. The index will quickly guide 
users to the appropriate entry (usually entries) on the topic of their interest. Finally, 
each entry includes numerous cross references to related IEE entries. In the elec-
tronic version, the cross references are hyperlinked, so that with a simple mouse 
click, you can move from the entry you are reading to related ones, and then, with 
the back button or mouse click, you can return to where you started.

Although there is only a single entry on any specific ethical topic, all important 
topics will be addressed in a variety of entries. For instance, you will find an entry on 
a specific topic (e.g., “Medical Tourism” or “Particularism”); the same issue will 
often be mentioned or discussed from some mid-level perspective (say, in terms of 
global bioethics or deontology); finally, it will normally be at least mentioned in the 
most general entries (“Bioethics” or “Duty and Obligation”). This will highlight the 
extensive interconnections between topics. Aspects of each issue are also typically 
broached (and related to other ethical themes) in entries covering significant indi-
vidual philosophers (e.g., Plotinus or W. D. Ross or John Rawls) and distinct philo-
sophical eras (e.g., “Medieval Ethics” or “Early Modern Ethics”). Finally, the same or 
similar issues are usually addressed in entries focusing on religious ethical perspec-
tives (e.g., “Rabbinic Ethics” or “Daoist Ethics”), as well as in entries emerging from 
distinct philosophical traditions (e.g., Anglo-American or Continental). In short, 
the combination of the overarching categories, the index, and the cross references 
will help you quickly uncover numerous distinct and overlapping ways of thinking 
about and categorizing various concepts, subjects, issues, themes, and eras.

Topics
Given the complexity of the topics and the various approaches different thinkers 
have taken, you will inevitably find crisscrossing and overlapping discussions of the 
same or related issues, sometimes approached so differently that it might seem that 
the authors are asking unrelated questions. Yet beneath the apparent dissimilarities, 
you will usually find significant commonalities, even if the authors use somewhat 
different languages and categories. For instance, you might assume that philoso-
phers and religious studies scholars will approach the same topic differently – and 
they do, to some degree. At the same time, there is often significant overlap; e.g., the 
essay on Buddhism will discuss themes mentioned in the entries on happiness and 
suffering. Each usually employs a slightly different language and style. Nonetheless, 
these differences are not as deep or pervasive as you might initially think.

Likewise, some people will assume that the approaches of analytic and Continental 
philosophers differ profoundly. Some surely do. But not necessarily all. There are 
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often differences in terminology and in the ways that the problems are framed. Yet, 
as with other topics, the overlap is sometimes significant and enlightening. Doubtless, 
that partly reflects the degree to which the dividing line between analytic and 
Continental philosophy has become noticeably blurred since the late twentieth 
century, and the degree to which philosophers primarily schooled in one of these 
traditions have become increasingly familiar with work from the other.

Common Sub-Areas of Ethics
This does not exhaust the categories and distinctions at play. At its inception, the 
encyclopedia began by employing the philosophical distinctions between meta-, 
normative, and practical ethics. However, although these distinctions are concep-
tually serviceable, they are sometimes blurry along the edges – more like a continuum 
than distinct categories (Kagan 1998: 3). This became apparent when the two 
associate editors and I sought to segregate entries into these three common catego-
ries. More often than I dare count, we disagreed about exactly where certain entries 
ought to be placed. Some number could plausibly be placed in at least two. 
Nonetheless, the following is true about these distinctions. Different philosophers 
are intrigued by different issues; and within these groups of thinkers, some believe 
that ethical inquiry begins or ends in different places.

Some metaethicists think their issues must be resolved before we can say 
anything definitive about normative or practical ethics (Smith 1995: 2). In contrast, 
some normative theorists believe that their domain is the core of all ethical inquiry. 
They need not think that other perspectives and issues are irrelevant, only that 
there are the handmaidens of real ethics (normative ethics). For them, meta-theory 
merely helps clarify some more abstract questions raised by normative theory, 
while practical ethics is simply the straightforward application of a well-worked-
out normative theory. Then there are the practical ethicists, who think that their 
work is central to ethics. It is, in the words of one of the authors of a major entry, 
the place where all the conceptually “heavy lifting” is done. On their view, 
normative ethics is an attempt to systemize the lessons learned from well-executed 
practical ethics, while metaethics is a more abstract attempt to resolve practical 
ethical issues.

Nonetheless, the distinctions, even if not rigid, are conceptually important, and 
they mark out an important method we used to divvy up the work on this massive 
project.

Implementation
Deciding which topics to cover, and whom to ask to write each entry, were our first 
tasks. Trying to cover such a large topic from such a wide array of perspectives was 
far beyond any one person’s ken. In the early days of the project, I recruited two 
associate editors; together we selected a world-class editorial board of 23 academics. 
Initially, I devised a list of more than 200 topics that I assumed had to be covered in 

LaFollette_flast.indd   xciii 11/12/2012   10:39:26 AM



xciv introduction

the encyclopedia. We sent this list to members of the editorial board and asked them 
to propose authors for these topics, and also to suggest additional topics they thought 
we should include. Since many of these suggestions were similar, but were described 
slightly differently, we found that narrowing our list of topics was a major – at times 
seemingly insurmountable – hurdle.

We sent the compiled results back to the editorial board. We asked them to prune 
what they thought were unnecessary topics and add others they thought we had 
missed. As before, we wanted them to suggest authors whom we should invite to 
write the entries. One associate editor (Sarah Stroud) oversaw the topics and authors 
in metaethics; the other (John Deigh), those in normative ethics. In addition to 
serving as  editor-in-chief, I also oversaw entries in practical ethics. Finally, one 
member of the editorial board was specifically charged with proposing topics, 
authors, and reviewers in religious ethics, while another did the same for Continental 
ethics.

Before finalizing the tentative list, I made a general appeal on various philosophi-
cal internet lists, asking people for suggestions of topics and authors. As you might 
expect, we did not take up all these suggestions – some were tangential and some 
were otherwise covered. However, we did follow up on some of them. Finally, while 
some authors were writing their entries and examining the list of topics to include in 
their cross references, they made suggestions for still other entries, some of which 
we took on board.

My hope was that this multilayered process would help us identify all the relevant 
topics (or perhaps, more precisely, not to omit too many topics we should have 
included), and to identify the ideal authors for each. There were some topics for 
which we did have some trouble isolating willing authors. Nonetheless, for well over 
half the entries, our first choice agreed to write the entry; many others were authored 
by our second choice; in numerous cases, we had a wealth of possible authors, any 
one of whom we would have been delighted to pursue.

However, it is not enough to have the right topics and the right authors. Even the 
most astute and most careful authors make mistakes. So we set up a rigorous blind 
review process for all entries. Every entry was blind reviewed by a member of our 
distinguished review board. Each was then reviewed by me or an associate editor. 
Nearly every entry required as least some changes. Many required fairly extensive 
changes. Some, we had to ultimately reject.

The rigorous review process definitely enhances the quality, relevance, and 
accessibility of the entries. As a result, this is not only the most extensive single 
source on ethics, it should also include the most carefully crafted and vetted entries.

Future Development
Of course, no matter how rigorous the initial process, we have surely omitted some 
topics that should have been included, and no matter how careful our review pro-
cess, some entries will not be as strong as others; finally, some entries can easily 
become dated given new developments in the field.
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However, the International Encyclopedia of Ethics has an enormous advantage 
over other ethics resources. Although the printed version will likely not be superseded 
for the best part of a decade, it will be published simultaneously in electronic form. 
The electronic version will include extensive hyperlinks between related entries; the 
online version will be updated regularly and will eventually include hyperlinks to 
other essays in the Blackwell Companions, Guides, and other resources. We currently 
plan to update the online version annually. The updates will include new entries, in 
some cases, and occasionally replacements for existing entries; it will also be easier 
for existing authors to update their entries. Some updates may be relatively minor, 
e.g., listing of newer sources. Others may be more substantial, say, an extensive 
discussion of some new book or argument.

Our aspiration is that this will quickly become widely recognized as the best single 
source reference book in ethics. Given the quality of the authors, editorial board, 
and review board, this borders on the inevitable. Since the IEE will be updated 
annually, it not only will be the best resource, it will continue to be so into the 
foreseeable future.
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